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editorial 


ad already been feeling seriously 
grumpy about Christmas. It had 
become a chore, although one I was 
willing to do for my dad’s sake. I'd 
travel to Peace River on the crowded 
Greyhound bus and stay with my dad, 
help him with his shopping, silently 
support him in his grief for my mother, 
gone ten years ago. 


by Jeanne Wood 


had moved into a senior’s apartment in 
town the previous summer to escape 
the chaos of my brother’s family. There 
were sull many loose ends to be tied up, 
however, including some critical finan- 
cial ones. I stayed with my dad in his 
apartment, but the family had Christmas 
in our family house—technically, still 
my dad’s, but now occupied by my 


blue christmas 


My dad and I grew very close after 
my mother’s death and I cherish the 
memories of those Christmases with 
him when he still lived in our family 
house in the country. The house was 
built by my grandparents when my 
mother was a teenager and my siblings 
and I grew up there. Everything about 
that house and its yard, with my 
mother’s flower beds and perennial 
border along the driveway, has seeped 
into me, become a part of me. I’d dec- 
orate the tree with an eccentric collection 
of ornaments from my mother’s child- 
hood: a string of old glass beads, a red 
pipe cleaner bent into a u-shape—the 
remnants of a Swedish Santa whose 
plaster face had fallen off. My sister and 
her family would drive down from north 
of Manning and we’d perform the 
rituals of past holidays: new pajamas 
on Christmas Eve, stockings, presents. 

The last few Christmases had become 
more difficult. My brother and his 
family had moved back to Alberta from 
Ontario with plans to buy my dad’s 
house and live there with him. The 
plan had turned sour for a number of 
reasons, and my anger grew over my 
brother and sister-in-law’s exploitation 
of my dad. Last Christmas was a new 


low. My dad’s health had failed and he 
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brother and his family. I spent the day 
dodging my sister-in-law, trying to put 
aside my anger at her and my brother’s 
poor treatment of my father. It had been 
a draining, exhausting day, although the 
company of my dad, my sister and her 
family, and my brother’s kids helped to 
ease the tension. I’d been dreading the 
repeat performance this year. 

But with the death of my father in 
early October of this year, Christmas 
now seems unimaginable. In my grief, 
I feel the need to be with my siblings, 
even though last Christmas was so diffi- 
cult. At least our family conflict was 
resolved last spring, which has helped 
to dilute my anger towards my brother 
and sister-in-law somewhat, though it’s 
quick to flare if I think about it much. 
My siblings and I haven’t had the heart 
to discuss it yet, though I imagine we’ll 
gather once again at our family house, 
now officially my brother’s. That change 
in ownership and all the bitterness that 
preceded it has left me with an uncom- 
fortable relationship with my childhood 
home, so much a part of me, but where 
I now feel a stranger. There, with my 
siblings and their families, the new 
absence of my father and the now- 
familiar absence of my mother, [’ll try 
to seek some comfort.¥ 


LESBIANS ON ECSTASY 


LESBIANS ON ECST 
cs i, 


Montreal’s Lesbians on Ecstasy have a new, self-titled 
album out (available at www.alien8recordings.com) and 


are about to embark ona 
month-long tour of the U.S. 
and Canada. Check their web 
site www.lezziesonx.com for 
details. The Lesbians on 
Ecstasy describe themselves 
as “making electronic music 
of the lesbian variety. It’s kd 
lang, but it’s different some- 
how...Lesbo folk songs, rebel 
songs and beats for the modern 
lesbian.” 


(www.alien8recordings.com) 


SIMPSONS CHARACTER OUTED 


married. 


(wWw.afterellen.com) 

The mysterious character about to come out on the hit FOX series 
The Simpsons has been revealed, and the winner is...Patty, Marge’s 
chain-smoking sister. Patty comes out in an episode later this year 
when she falls for a butch lesbian and campaigns for her right to get 


SAME SEX. 
DIFFERENT COUNTRY. 


(www afterellen.com) 

Actresses Saffron Burrows (Troy) and Fiona 
Shaw (the Harry Potter series) have moved in 
together and are planning to go public with 
their relationship, according to the UK tab- 
loid The Sun. The two have not exactly been 
private about their relationship—they have 
frequently appeared together at events in 
the UK since they began dating a few years 
ago—but so far, neither has confirmed their 


relationship on the record. 
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what's up in decembe 


wednesday, december 1, 7:30 pm 
World AIDS Day Memorial Service & 
Candlelight Vigil. Special music: 
Edmonton Vocal Minority & Guests. 
Refreshments will follow. Garneau 
United Church, 11148-84 Ave. 


saturday, december 4, 6 pm 
Edmonton Women's Hayride and 
Potluck. Hayride is $4.00/person (max 
30 people). Potluck to follow. Contact 
Tracy at 619-9723 to RSVP and 
to get directions. 


sunday, december 5, 1 pm 
Womonspace Board Meeting. If you 
have ideas for the Board, come out 
and share them. Leave a message at 

482-1794 for the location. 


wednesday, december 15, 7 pm 

An EVM Christmas. Join Edmonton 

Vocal Minority, The CHICKAdivas, 
and Chorealis for a musical evening at 

the Unitarian Church of Edmonton 
(12530-110 Avenue). Free admission. 

Carol singing and refreshments. For 

more details call 479-2038, email 
sing@evmchoir.com, or visit 


www.evmchoir.com : 


december 2004 


womonspace 


saturday, december 18, 9 pm to 1am 
Pride Centre of Edmonton Christmas 
Dance. Mixed dance. Music by Smoo. 
Youth Understanding Youth welcome 
(wristbands will be provided for 
minors). Party platters of food 
available all night. Tickets are $10 in 
advance and $15 at the door. 
Inglewood Hall, 12515-116 Avenue. 
Advance tickets available at Pride 
Centre at #45, 9912-106 Street, 
Earth’s General Store and local 
community GLBT hangouts. 


friday, december 31, 9 pm fo 1am 
Welcome 2005 in style at the 
Womonspace New Year’s Eve Ball. 
Mixed dance. Tickets $10 per person. 
Westmount Hall, 10970-127 St. 


COMING SOON 
friday, january 21 to 
monday, january 23, 2005 
Powder & Pride. Ist Annual Gay & 
Lesbian Ski Weekend. Lake Louise, 
Alberta. Call 1-866-840-8357 or visit 
www.ubproductions.com for more 
details. 10% of proceeds go to Aids 
Calgary and The Breast Cancer 
Foundation. 


romance 


How do you 


define 
romance? 


Max 500 words text and photo 


by january 15. 
womonspace@hotmail.com 


Community news 


Sekatchewan Court Flee Traditional Definition ot Marriage 


aq askatchewan became the seventh 
Canadian jurisdiction to allow 
same-sex marriages Friday after a 
judge ruled the current federal law on 
the subject unconstitutional. 

In a five-page ruling, Justice Donna 
Wilson sided with courts in five other 
provinces and one territory, saying 
existing marriage laws discriminate 
against gay couples. 

“The common-law definition of 
marriage for civil purposes is declared 
to be ‘the lawful union of two persons 
to the exclusion of all others,’” Wilson 
wrote. 

The Saskatchewan ruling came after 
five gay couples went to court seeking 
the right to wed. At least one couple 
have said they plan to say their vows as 
early as this weekend. 

Courts in Quebec, British Columbia, 
Ontario, the Yukon, Manitoba and 
Nova Scotia have already ruled in the 
same way. In fact, every recent challenge 
of marriage laws made has ended up 
winning, either at the introductory or 
appeal court level. 

There are currently two couples chal- 
lenging the law in Newfoundland and 
Labrador, and the Supreme Court of 
Canada ts in the process of evaluating a 
draft federal law that could make gay 
weddings legal from coast to coast. 

In many ways, Friday’s ruling was a 
foregone conclusion. With the six other 
decisions already on the books, the 
Saskatchewan challenge was not con- 


Unconstitutional 


(courtesy Canadian Press) 


tested by either the province or the 
federal government. 

Lawyers for both told Wilson that 
they did not oppose the application, but 
were not in a position to support it either. 

The federal government maintained 
it could not back the change because of 
the matter currently before the Supreme 
Court, while the NDP provincial gov- 
ernment sidestepped the issue by saying 
marriage is a federal jurisdiction. 

The challenge was spearheaded by 
Nicole White and Julie Richards of 
Saskatoon. Both have said that they 
went ahead with the action, in part, 
because they felt that provincial justice 
officials were trying to skirt the issue. 
They plan to get married next Labour 
Day. 

Wilson ordered that a total of 
$10,000 in legal costs be paid to the 
five couples making the application. 
The tab was split evenly between the 
two levels of government. 

The Supreme Court heard two days 
of arguments on the issue last month and 
is expected to rule some time next year. 
A lawyer representing Quebec argued 
that the law would infringe on provin- 
cial jurisdiction. Alberta was the only 
province to argue against changing the 
traditional definition of marriage. 

Lawyer Robert Leurer argued on 
behalf of Alberta that the bill would, in 
effect, change the Constitution and that 


article continues on page 15... 
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nee Owned and Operated 


Deanna Vath, a... 
Agent 
Bus: (780) 488-4000 


#100 - 10510 - 121 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta T5N 1L4 

Fax: (780) 426-5700 

Toll Free: 1-800-275-8191 

Email: deanna@edmontonproperties.com 
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“This year I will of 


max 500 words, submit text 
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Michael Phair 


Your Voice at City Hall 


michael.phair@edmonton.ca 


Phone: 496-8146 


and photos by december 15th 
womonspace@hotmail.com 
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Community news 


he December Drop-in schedule 
is available online at www. 
pridecentreofedmonton.org. 
We are always looking for volunteers 
to facilitate some of the evening drop-in 
activities. Our biggest need right now is 
for the following: 
1. Male facilitator for BOYZ Night 
every second Thursday. 
. Facilitator for Games Night every 
second Friday. 


iP) 


. Facilitator for Book/Magazine 
Article Night every second Tuesday. 


eS) 


We have facilitators for most of the other 
events. A couple of invitations have gone 
out to specific people with specific exper- 
tise. We are hoping to hear back from 
those individuals soon. Thanks to all 
the facilitators and hosts who work 
together to keep the drop-in going 
throughout the week. Your hard work 
and commitment is very much appreci- 
ated! 


Pride Centre of Edmonton Update 


Thanks to all of you who have 
already volunteered for the dances! 
If you would like to help, please let us 
know. Our next dance is coming up on 
December 18! Watch for posters around 
town or check out our web site at 
www.pridecentreofedmonton.org. 

Dinovi’s, Edmonton’s newest smoke- 
free Martini Bar has just opened on 
10121-124 Street, upstairs in the same 
space as Pride Video. Check out 
http://www.times10.org/dinovi.htm 
for more information. They are looking 
for a manager/ bartender. Contact 
Dennis at dcambly@telusplanet.net if 
you are interested. 

Looking forward to see many of you 
at the Centre and at community events 
around town, including the dances! 
Cheers! 


Kathy 
President, Pride Centre of Edmonton 


article continues on page 8... 
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WE’RE NOT ON WHYTE 
BECAUSE 


If you have any news tips 


WE’RE ALL ABOUT BLACK 


B&D EMPORIUM EDMONTON about Edmonton’s 


9652 JASPER AVENUE 
EDMONTON AB lesbians, contact 


780-428-5847 
womonspace@hotmail.com 


WWW.BDEMPORIUMEDMONTON.COM 


any news? 


Rubber 
Gothic 
Punk 
Boots/Shoes 
Toys 
Custom 


G Ly j } 

0 > G membership form , 
(Confidentiality Assured) : 

Name(s) y 
Address : 
City Postal Code : 
Phone E-mail , 
12 month membership fee: i 
$20/single or $30/couple (with one newsletter) j 
$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) ‘ 
Cheque or money order payable to: WWomonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, Alberta # 
TSJ 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) ; 
1 New Member J Renewal 4 Associate d 
I would like to be a volunteer : 
4 Please mail my newsletter to my home Total Rrclocedanlat 
J I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events ¢ y 
I would not like to be a volunteer at dances and events : 
4 I would like to receive a copy of the Womonspace Constitution ‘ 
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Community news 


Pride Centre of Edmonton Update 


Some highlights from the drop-in schedule: 


Wednesday, December 1, 15, and 29 
Movie Night. Popcorn/soft drinks for 


sale! 


Wednesday, December 1 
Counselling available with Michelle, 
chartered psychologist 


Thursday, December 2 
Girlz Night. Boyz welcome too! Love 
to hate The L Word? Watch, debate! 


Thursday, December 2 
Counselling available with Joanne, 
social worker 

Friday, December 3 and 31 

Games Night. Bring your favourite 
board game to share! 


Monday, December 6, 13, 20 and 27 
Queer as Folk Night 


Tuesday, December 7 

Bi-Night. Get educated about bi 
issues! Everyone welcome! 
Tuesday, December 7 

Counselling available with Joanne, 
social worker 


Wednesday, December 8 and 22 


Trans Night. Get educated about trans 
issues! Everyone welcome! 
Wednesday, December 8 

Counselling available with Michelle, 
chartered psychologist 

Friday, December 10 

Bring your favourite CD and snack to 
share! 

Tuesday, December 14 & 28 
Book/Magazine Article Night. Bring 


your favourite book or article to share 


. continued from page 6. 


Tuesday, December 14 
Counselling available with Joanne, 
social worker 


Wednesday, December 15 
Counselling available with Michelle, 
chartered psychologist 


Thursday, December 16 

Girlz Night. Boyz welcome too! 
Diversity & Activism with Lenore 
Lemay 


Thursday, December 16 
Counselling available with Joanne, 
social worker 


Friday, December 17 
Co-ordinating volunteers for the 
Christmas dance: Come and help! 


Saturday, December 18 

Christmas Dance. Tickets: $10 adv.; 
$15 door. Inglewood Hall, 12515-116 
Avenue, 9 PM to | AM 


Monday, December 20 

Counselling available with Michelle, 
chartered psychologist 

Tuesday, December 21 

Drop-in Planning. Open to everyone 
interested! 


Tuesday, December 21 

Counselling available with Joanne, 
social worker 

Friday, December 24 

Christmas Potluck. Bring something to 
share! 


Saturday, December 25 
PFLAG Event. Details available soon! 


Thursday, December 30 
Girlz Night. Boyz welcome too! 
Christmas board games and snacks 
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Community news 


Live at the Roxy in December 

arion Bridge, by award-winning 
playwright Daniel Maclvor, 
runs until December Sth, 2004. 
The Christmas Carol Project 2004 
opens December 14th and runs until 
December 19 with a Saturday matinee 
on December 18th. This is the show 
that puts the “cool” in Christmas. The 
spirit of the classic Dickens tale has been 
captured and translated into a modern 
roots music celebration. Edmonton’s 
hippest Christmas Tradition returns—a 


I 


unique of fusion of theatre and music. 


This year marks the CD release of 
the songs of The Christmas Carol Project. 
Starring Kenneth Brown as narrator, 
Bill Bourne as Ebenezer Scrooge, Tom 
Roschkov as Bob Cratchit, Kevin Cook 
as Ghost of Marley, Terry Morrison as 
Ghost of Christmas Past, Al Brant as 
Ghost of Christmas Present, Dale 
Ladouceur as Ghost of Christmas Future 
and Maria Dunn as Tiny Tim. 

For more information on what’s 
coming up, visit www.attheroxy.com or 


call the box office at (780) 453-2440.¥ 


The Womonspace Dance Subcommittee is looking for injout. If you 


have ideas for future dances or you would like to provide 


feedback, please contact Trish at womonspace@hotmaill.com or 


leave a message at 489-1794. 


SUES IVEE TS 


Are you the kind of person that likes being told what to do? Do 
you want to submit, but don’t know what to write? We have all 
kinds of assignments for you at womonspace if you can’t think of 
anything to write for the Feature Theme! 


Contact womonspace@hotmail.com NOW! 
We welcome submissions up to 500 words of interest to local lesbians: 
letters to the editor, short fiction, articles, book and movie reviews, 
poetry, artwork, and photographs. Reminder: do not send your 
underwear. Snail mail: womonspace Editor, Box 128 Main 


P.O., Edmonton, AB, TS] 3J4. 


Feature Themes: 
January: Resolutions (deadline December 10th) 
February: Romance (deadline January 10th) 
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Community news 


ver wondered what weblogs, 

Shakespeare, and Law and Order 

might have in common? Here’s 
your chance to find out. Focusing on 
the queer themes in these and other 
works, this year’s Inside/OUT program 
at the University of Alberta highlights 
the cutting-edge research of some of 
Edmonton’s own queer heroes 
(queeroes?). Admittedly, there’s a cer- 
tain geek element to this lecture series— 
this is, after all, the world of academics 
(I’m one of them, so I can say this)— 
but don’t be fooled. This research, and 
the speakers who present it, are both 
fun and funky. 

Julie Rak and Garret Epp, the first 
two speakers of the year, are cases in 
point. Julie introduced us to the world 
of queer blogs—short for weblogs—the 
online journals that are sweeping the 
internet world. Blogs are the new venue 
of choice for budding authors, and if 
you’ve got a novel, a short story, or a 
poem in you (and be honest, who 
doesn’t?), blogs are the way to share 
your writing genius with the rest of the 
world. For Julie, blogs are gold: they 
provide the raw material for the analyti- 
cal side of her brain to, well, analyze, 
and the comedian side of her brain to 
tell it to the rest of us. 

Garret’s subject matter is more vin- 
tage, focusing on the deconstruction of 
such Romeo and Juliet spin-offs as a 
homoerotic performance by four school- 
boys (in Calarco’s Shakespeare’s R & |), 
and a drag interpretation of Mercutio 
(in Luhrman’s Romeo + Juliet). Was 
Billy himself queer? (Ask Garrett.) 

Inside/OUT is a campus-based orga- 
nization at U of A. Run by and for 
LGBTQ faculty, graduate student, 


Uy Les Z Wi ORE o LEO 
Queer Ideas, From the Inside Out 


Marjorie Wonham 


academic, and support staff, 1t provides 
a safe and welcoming environment to 
network and socialize (and eat cookies). 
This year, Inside/OUT’s (loose) theme 
is queer social theory. Meetings are the 
third Thursday of the month, 5-6 pm, 
followed by social time at a nearby coffee 
shop. For more details, email Marjorie 
Wonham (mwonham@ualberta.ca) or 
Kris Wells (kwells@ualberta.ca).v 


Lecture Calendar 2004-2005: 


December 16 
How to Argue with Homophobes: 
Feminist Advice for Troubled 
Times, Dr. Cressida Heyes. 


January 20 
Normative Structures and 
Counternormative Strategies in 
Teacher Education (or 179 ways to 
say ‘normal’): A Readers’ Theatre 
Performance, Drs. Dennis Sumara 
and Brent Davis. 


February 17 
No Place Like Home, 
Christopher Grignard. 


March 17 
From Movie Codes to Web 
Filters—‘Same Old, Same Old’: 
Technologies to Suppress, Distort, 
Manipulate, Marginalize and 
Silence LGBTQ Diversity, Dr. 
Alvin Schrader. 


April 21 
“Til Death Do Us Part? Research 
on What Family Means to Lesbian- 
Led Families with Children in 
Alberta, Deborah Foster. 
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The Roost’s Annual Lone Party 


Free food, A visit 
refreshments, i Ss from Santa! 


and games! 


All kids welcome, presents for those under 12 years old! 


dEceMbeR lath 
This is a non-smoking event... 3 pm to i pm 


(a separate smoking area will be made available). — 


l03US - lOU STREET ~ Y26-3150 


Douglas Design 


~~! 


Select Framing Inc. 


We can help: 


“When all you want to spend...is Edmonton Physical 


Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


more time at home” 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428-688 | 


8606 - 118 Avenue 
Edmonton 
780.413.8250 


No doctor’s referral required. 
WCB and CRP funded. 
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holiday traditions 


a t’s that time of year again. Time to 
if dig out the decorations or better yet 
just leave up the Halloween trim- 
mings because the really scary holiday 
is here. Pin on your Merry Fucking 
Christmas lapel brooch and get ready 
to overeat, overspend, overfill the dump- 
sters, stand in line, drink too much, be 
depressed, stressed and to enhance it 
all—really bad music will be continu- 
ously piped into every nook and cranny 
of your head. Vacant shopping zombies 
will wander towards you and through 
you, in their vaporous urge to spend to 
feel more human. 

You can consume all you want but 
you will have to keep everything you 
ever bought. It will be with you forever, 
even if it breaks and falls apart or you 
outgrow it. You will live surrounded by 
all the trinkets, cleaning products, and 


Ceremonial Consumerism 


by Joan White Calf 


fashionable clothes. They will be piled 
high all around you where you see them 
always. No one will want any of it 
because they will already have too much 
stuff. We will live in mazes of piled high 
objects and articles. 

We will pray...Evil Spirits be gone 
and let us not succumb to their awful 
schemes of red and green. 

Flee to the libraries and stock up on 
CDs and movies. Go get enough micro- 
wave popcorn and ichiban to tide you 
through the advertiser’s dream. Keep a 
candle lit and burn the sage and cedar. 
Remember Annie Lennox and dance in 
front of a big mirror. Kiss a horse on the 
nose and then find some snow and look 
for birdie footprints. Pray some more... 

Please stop the polar ice cap from 
melting and make the white man’s cal- 
endar holiday go away—not the season.¥ 
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entertainment 


Amy Bishop 
Performs at Prism 


by An Amy Bishop Fan 


ver been to Prism on a Saturday 


night? Ever been to Prism on a 
Saturday night when the placed 

was packed with women dressed up in 
their finest attire looking like, well, 
WOW! The bar is abuzz with excite- 
ment. There is a woman singer in town. 
Amy Bishop took the stage at Prism 
on November 20th and rocked the 
packed house for two wonderful and 
amazing sets of music. Performing fist- 


« 


pounding “ain’t life grand” road songs, 
smoky soul train versions of love-gone- 
wrong ballads and folk-based acoustic 
numbers, Amy wowed the crowd with 
her amazing voice. 

Amy’s trip to Edmonton also included 
performances at the 12th Annual Loud ’n 
Queer Cabaret and the Center for 
Spiritual Awareness. 


Amy rockin’ Prism. 


Wow, look at all those 
Amy Bishop fans! 


Amy has been a singer all her life. 
Her father was the head of the church 
choir and her two brothers are also 
musically gifted. Joe performs musical 
theatre and opera in New York while 
James performs opera in Toronto. 

Amy performed as part of the band 
Mississippi Steamboat for three years 
and they produced one album. Amy 
started her solo career in 2001, releasing 
her first solo album in 2002 and her 
next in September 2004. Amy is plan- 
ning a new album which should be out 
in about two years time. We can hardly 
wait. For more information or to pur- 
chase her albums, visit her web site at 
www.amybishop.com. 


article continues on page 16’... 
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The CHICK Adivas 
Chorealis 


Edmonton Vocal Minority 
Refreshments 
Carol Singing 


_" 


Wednesday, 15.December 7:00 PM 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton (12530 110 Avenue) 

Free Admission 

sing@evmchoir.com (780) 479 2038 www.evmchoircom 


Community news 


Saskatchewan Court. . . continued from page 4. 


ARE YOU CRAFTY? 


We're looking for crafts and trades 
people interested in renting a 
table at a Community Fair. Contact 
womonspace@hotmail.com or leave 
a message at 482-1794. 


would require a formal constitutional 
amendment. 

He said the word “marriage” in the 
Constitution must be read in the tradi- 
tional sense, meaning a union between 


one man and one woman. 

Canadians have been a lot quicker 
to embrace the idea of gay marriage than 
their counterparts south of the border. 

In Tuesday’s United States elections, 
voters in 11 states overwhelmingly 
rejected same-sex marriage, favouring 
constitutional amendments that deny 
the legal status to homosexual couples. 


The amendments won, often by huge 
margins, in Arkansas, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Michigan, Mississippi, Montana, North 
Dakota, Oklahoma, Ohio, Utah and 


Oregon—the one state where gay-rights 


activists had hoped to prevail.¥ 
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entertainment 


Some of the more memorable 
moments from the weekend with 
Amy included: 

- new car smell without the payments 
“Rock star” hair and “Spikey the 
Dykey” hair 


- wonderful sense of humor and very 


quick wit 

- on stage presence and persona—she 
wowed a lot of us and in turn 
collected a few more fans 


an amazing voice 
the poodle crap story, which left a 


few of us with tears in our eyes and 


a story to share with our friends 


The most memorable moments of the 
weekend were reserved for when Amy 
performed, She is an amazing woman, 
a truly talented artist and a consummate 
performer. And even with all her success, 
she is one of the sweetest women I have 
ever met. 

Amy did want to let everyone know 
this: “I would love to come back to 
Edmonton, if anyone wants to host a 
house concert. Please check out my web 
site www.amybishop.com for more 
details on what a house concert is.” 


Amy Biship Performs at Prism. . . 


f saps continued from ee 14. 

A final note on the Amy Bishop tour 
of Edmonton: It was a privilege to be 
able to spend time with Amy and get to 
know her a little bit and it was a plea- 
sure to watch her perform. If you ever 
have the opportunity to see this woman 
in concert, DO IT. It will be well worth 
your time. 

Good luck to Amy and Gina as they 
await the arrival of their first bundle of 
joy in March.¥ 


letter to 


Wasn’t That a Party... 

I would like to thank everyone who 
came to the Amy Bishop concert at 
Prism on November 20. Amy played to 
a toe-tappin' and hand-clappin' sell out 
crowd and the staff at Prism provided 
first class service. This event is proof 
that there is support in this community 
for events that are well organized, well 
publicized and promoted, and well 
executed. 

We are always looking for new ideas 
for events and activities that will 
encourage people to gather and cele- 
brate, whatever the occassion. If you 
have any tdeas please let us know, or if 
you would like to be included in an e- 
mail list that will keep you informed of 
various community activities, please drop 
us an e-mail at mlwilkes@telusplanet.net. 


President replies: The Womonspace board 
has been discussing diversifying the social 
events available to members. We look for- 
ward to a collaborative and cooperative 
approach with all individuals and groups 
who are hosting and sponsoring com- 
munity events. 


Send your comments, suggestions, or opinions 
to womonspace@hotmail.com 
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lance! 


December 18 
Christmas Dance 


ee 


9pm to 1 am 


Inglewood Hall ~ 12515-116 Ave 


DJ Dade 


Tickets: $10 advance, $15 at door 
(party platters available all night!) 


(Advance tickets available at Pride Centre at #45, 9912-106 Street, 
Earth’s General Store and local community GLBT hangouts.) 


vibes, silicone dills, lubes, latex 


GONOUIN TRAVEL 
Celebration & 


Empowerment of 
Women s Sexuality 


City Centre 
429-2233 


Mail order catalogue $5 

Secure online shopping 

Store open 7 days a week 
Express shipping 


TOLL FREE: 1-888-255-0515 


OFFERING THE ALTERNATIVES 
YOU WANT 


896 Commercial Drive, Vancouver BC FOR THE HOLIDAY 
eee hy 1513 YOU DESERVE! 
Toll Free: 1.888. WYM. WARE 

email us at 


WWW. Womynsware.com 


corinne@algonquintravel.com 
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more about culture... 


A submission that missed inclusion in last month’s issue...our apologies! 


a was born and raised in Canada and 
J my partner was born in South 
America. She moved to Canada in 
1997 at the age of 27. To say that we 
have different backgrounds would be 
an understatement. The differences are 
many and yet we continue to grow 
together in our relationship, each pro- 
viding the other with opportunities for 
personal growth and development. 

The biggest difference is language. 
Spanish is her first language, while mine 
is English. Her English has improved 
tremendously since the first time we met. 
She is constantly asking the meaning of 
words or phrases. Funny, I never realized 
how much slang Canadians use in 
everyday conversation. So many words 
can have so many different meanings. 
My Spanish is coming along, albeit very 
slowly. lam committed to learning that 
language and will continue to challenge 
myself until I can hold a conversation 
in my second language. 

Another key difference is passion. 
North Americans in general tend to be 
more conservative and my South 
American girl is so passionate. I love 
to listen to her talk about something 
that she feels strongly about. Her voice 
raises, her hands and arms are all over 
the place and there is no doubt how she 
feels about a topic. That passion spills 
over into all aspects of our lives resulting 
in so many fun-filled moments. I love 
that she expresses herself so freely. 

The weather is certainly different. 
She never experienced snow before 
1997 and you can imagine the sizable 


es: dee 


thie Ze 


Wonderful Learning Opportunity 


Pam Harding 


adjustment this one small factor would 
require. Last winter, we went skating 
several times. I have gone skating every 
winter since I was a little girl. It was very 
entertaining to watch her try to learn as 
an adult. Her skating has improved a lot 
and we are looking forward to hitting 
the arena again soon. I am an avid skier 
and my challenge over the next couple 
of years will be to get her to the moun- 
taintop to watch the sunset at the end 
of the day. 

There are so many job opportunities 
in Canada, particularly in Alberta where 
oil sands development has paved the way 
for an economic boom. Opportunities 
are few in her homeland and that’s one 
of the reasons why she moved to Canada. 
Even though a university education Is 
expensive here (compared to her country 
where university is paid for by the 
government), she realized the value in 
attaining a degree from a Canadian 
university. She came here, got an under- 
graduate degree in engineering and is 
now only a thesis away from attaining 
a master’s degree. 

I am so proud of her for finding her 
way with confidence in this strange land. 
She inspires me daily. She is in a continu- 
ous learning mode and provides so 
many opportunities for me to learn as 
well. It makes for an exciting relation- 
ship. Despite all the difference, we 
share some very basic commonalities. 
We both offer up to one another the 
love and friendship that will see us 
through many years together.¥ 
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resource directory 


List your organization or event here. Call 482-1794 or Womonspace@hotmail.com 


arts 


Circle Dance First Wednesday of the month, 7 pM 
at Southminster-Steinhauer United Church, 
10740-19 Ave. Call Ann at 435-2288. 


Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Call 
479-2038 or visit www.evmchoir.com 
Lesbian Book (lub Reading fiction by and about 
lesbians. Contact Kim at 423-0760 or 
tree_dream@yahoo.ca for info. 


Qut is 8 An arts-based education project for 
youth 24 and under, who may identify as 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, two- 
spirited, questioning, or straight. Contact 
Kristy at outisin@ualberta.ca or visit www. 
ualberta.ca/~outisin 

Women's Drumming and Goddess Chanting Circle First 
Wednesday of every month, 7:30 pM. Call 
Debra at 436-8415. 


athletics 

Curling with Pride No previous experience required. 
Call Lance at 479-2038 or |_d_a@telus.net. 
Visit http://members.shaw.ca/curlingwithpride 
Drop-in Recreational Badminton Wednesdays 6:00 to 
7:30 PM (Early enough to go for a beer after- 
wards!) Oliver School 10227-118 St. All levels 
welcome and encouraged to come and join in 
the fun. Call 465-3620 for more info/leave 
message. 


Lacrosse League Ladies drop-in. Wednesdays 
9:30-10:30 PM at Westmount Fitness Centre’s 
big gym, 12840-109 Ave. Beginners are wel- 
come! Please join us for fun and fitness! Call 
Helen Brooks at 454-4753. 

Making Waves Swim (lub Tuesdays 7:30 to 8:30 PM 
and Thursdays 7:30 to 8:30 pM at NAIT 
Swimming Pool. Call Jan at 454-9987 or 
makingwaves_edm@ yahoo.com 


Northern Titans Mixed bowling league looking for 
new members. We bowl for fun! Contact Joy 
or Kelsi at 922-4302. 

churches 


Affirm United A support group for members of 
the United Church of Canada. Call Therese 
at 446-6176 (confidential voicemail). 

B'nai HaKeshet (Children of the Rainbow) Edmonton’s 
newest GLBT-friendly spiritual centre. All 
faiths, all people welcome. Find the God 
within! Call Miryam at 233-3719 for details. 
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Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and bisexual 
Roman Catholics and friends. Call Bernard 
at 451-1794 or Joseph at 481-4218, trainlvr@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 

Lambda Christian Community Church A safe and healing 
space for LGBT Christians and friends. 
Service at 7 PM Sundays at Garneau United 
Church, 11148-84 Ave. Call 887-8611 


www.members.shaw.ca/lambdachurch/ 


Lutherans Concerned A spiritual community for 
GLBT and straight people gathering monthly 
for worship, sharing and friendship. 
Individual support, resources and a safe 
space for spiritual questions. Call 426-0905, 
lcedmonton@lcna.org 

McDougall United Church Welcomes people of all 
sexual orientations. Sundays at 10:30 AM at 


10086 McDonald Dr. Call 428-1818. 
Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes all 


sexual orientations and is an affirming United 
Church. Sundays at 10 AM at 10740-19 Ave. 
Call the church office at 435-2028 or Debbie 
at 987-4974. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and services 
of union. Sundays at 9:30 AM and 11:15 AM 
at 12530-110 Ave. Call 454-8073, uce@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 


community action 


AGAPE A focus group set up to consider issues 
in relation to sex-and-gender differences and 
schooling in the Faculty of Education at the 
U of A. Contact andre.grace@ualberta.ca or 
kris. wells@shaw.ca 

Edmonton Pride Week Society Coordinating the 
annual Pride Festival in Edmonton. 
www.prideedmonton.org 


hangouts for lesbians 

Cafe Mosaics: 10844 Whyte Ave; Organic 
Roots Cafe: 8225-112 St; Prism: 10524- 
101 St; The Roost: 10345-104 St 
leisure groups 


Breakfast (lub Second Sunday of the month. 
Call Robin at 418-1609 before evening of 
the Friday before to ensure your reservation. 


Dykes on Bikes For motorcycle enthusiasts inter- 
ested in meeting others, talking bikes, going 
on fun rides, etc. Everyone welcome, whether 
you have a bike or not. Email dykesonbikes@ 
telus.net or call 476-6417 for more info. 
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resource directory 


Edmonton Women Social activity group meets 
monthly. Call Tracy at 619-9723. 

Inside/OUT A network and social organization 
for LGBTQ faculty, graduate students 
academic, and support staff of the UofA. 
Straight allies also welcome. Contact Marjorie 
Wonham at mwonham@ualberta.ca or Kris 
Wells at kwells@ualberta.ca for details. 

Open Door (lub at OMC Weekly meetings, events 
and awareness. odcgmc@msn.com 

OUTreach For LGBT students, staff and faculty 
at U of A. Tuesdays 5 pM, Athabasca Hall. 
www.ualberta.ca/~outreach/ 

The Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose Last 
Wednesday of the month, 8 pM, The Garage, 
10244-106 St. wildrosecourt@yahoo.com 


radio 


Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 
interviews and music. Thursdays 6-7 PM on 
CJSR 88.5 FM. 

support services 

Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 

Bisexual Pride Last Wednesday of the month, 
7-9 PM. #45, 9912-106 St. Call 488-3234. 
Bisexual Women’s Coffee Group Meets the third Monday 
of the month at a bi-friendly location. Contact 
bweoffeegroup@yahoo.ca 


Classifieds 


Classified ad deadline is ¢ pM on December roth. Three lines max. Free to members, $¢ to non-members. Contact womonspace @hotmail.com 


accommodations 


continued 


Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Call Bill at 422-6207. 
Free (GLBYQ) Drop-in Solution-Focused Counseling. Available 


at the Pride Centre of Edmonton. Counseling 
is provided by a chartered psychologist and 
two registered social workers. Call the Pride 
Centre at 488-3234 or check the website at 
www.pridecentreofedmonton.org for a listing 
of scheduled counseling times. 

Pride Centre of Edmonton #45, 9912-106 St. Drop-in, 
counselling and library, 7-10 pm. Call 488- 
3234 or visit www.pridecentreofedmonton.org 
PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of LGBT. Third Tuesday of the month 
7:30 PM at Pride Centre. Call Lynne at 462- 
5958 or pflag@interbaun.com 

True Spirit North Mixed gender Trans support 
group. We have a new meeting place at 
Garneau United Church, 11148-84 Ave. Last 
Tuesday of the month, 7:30-9:30 pM. Call 
405-4134, www.members.shaw/ca/truespirit/ 
Yours, Mine, Ours 6 Us Support group for LGBT 
parents, co-parents and partners. Call Garry 
at 426-6311. 

Youth Understanding Youth Social and support group 
for LGBT age 25 and under. Saturdays 7-9 PM 
at Pride Centre. Contact yuyedm@hotmail.com 


opportunities 


Roommate Wanted. Female to share two- 
bedroom main floor of a house. $350/month 
plus 1/3 utilities. Located 2 blocks south of 
the SPCA. Call Anne at 915-6030 


Shared accommodation. $300/mo. (all- 
inclusive except telephone). Near Kingsway 
Mall, close to bus routes to the southside and 
the university. Call Tracey at 619-9723. 
Shared accommodation in house. $350/mo. 
plus 1/3 utilities. Call Sharie at 475-1502. 
Pine Trails Getaway near Pigeon Lake. Open 
year round with cabins, hiking, x-country 
skiing, skating and more. Call Geri 586-0002. 
Quiet country vacation cabins near Jasper, 
AB. Open year round. Call Mary or Carol toll 
free 1-866-817-9700/www.oldentrance.ab.ca 


Needed: House/pet sitter for Dec 18 to Jan 2. 
Three neat cats, one drop-dead gorgeous and 
easygoing dog, and some very well-behaved 
fish. Pay is involved as well as all-you-can- 
eat buffets with whatever you can find in the 
cupboards. Call 465-3620 leave msg. 


Isis Moon’s Studio. Lesbian Exhibit of Nudes 
(Goddesses). By appointment only. Call 
455-6351. www.goddessmysteryschool.com 


Enjoy oral pleasures with safety. Planned 
Parenthood Edmonton sells dental dams. Five 
flavours are available at the cost of $2 each. 
Call 423-3737 during office hours, Monday 
to Friday. 
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alexis hla 
From CASTLES to CONDOS 


es and everything in between 


Alexis Hlady, Agent — Sutton Challenge 


Cutts 201, 6650-177 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta TST 4J5 
| Diaakaaed 4 


fx (780) 444-8017 


Jour C. LLoyD - 
Barrister © Solicitor 


930 Canada Western Bank Place 
10303 Jasper Avenue 

Edmonton, Alberta ToJ 3N6 

(780) 442-4417 
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Call 482-1794 to volunteer. 


new year’s ball - 


Friday, December 31 


Westmount Hall 
10970-127 Street 
9pm totam 


Tickets are $10 per person 


b Months - $20 

early - 0 . 
Platinum - $100 (1 year of free cover anytime 
except New Year’s Eve and our Aids Benefit) 


: OR CHARGES: 
y After the unday - $2.00 (except Platinum Members) 


Womonspace . 
Members - Before 10 pm - Free 


After 10 pm (weekdays) - $1.00 


dance, the Roos 
Is offering free __ After 10 pm (weekends) - $4.00 
cover to anyone 
who submits a | Non-Members - Before 10 pm - $2.00 
ticket stub to the a After 10 pm (weekdays) - $4.00 


door staff After 10 pm (weekends) - $6.00 


(Although there is free cover until 


patho) | 10345 - 104 Street 


